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What is
 

Storytellin
g 

Math?



Storytelling Math Books

MEASUREMENT

DIVISION & 
FRACTIONS

PATTERNS

VOLUME & 
CAPACITY

SORTING & 
CLASSIFICATION

GEOMETRY & SPATIAL 
SENSE

PROPORTIONAL THINKING



Math is ALL AROUND US!







Turnip  
Cakes 

(square)

Rice Noodles 
(rectangle)

Pork Buns 
(round) Sticky Rice Dumpling 

(triangle/pyramid)





I t’s Luna’s birthday! Ma Ma and Ba Ba 
are taking Luna and her brothers to a 
dim sum restaurant for a special 
birthday lunch.



The restaurant is a noisy, busy place. 
Voices chatter, chatter, buzz, buzz.  
Chopsticks click, clickety, clack. 

“Over here!” “I’ll take one!” 

Servers in white tunics push carts filled 
with plates and bamboo baskets of dim 
sum. Warm smells of dumplings, buns, 
and sweet desserts tickle Luna’s nose. 



“What would you like?” asks Ba Ba.
“Pork buns!” cries Luna.
“Two baskets, please,” says Kai, her big brother.
“We love pork buns!” says little brother Benji.

Ba Ba waves to the dim sum server.  
He orders two baskets of char siu bao.



“Three pork buns in each “Three pork buns in each 
basket,” Luna says.basket,” Luna says.

“Two for me, two for Kai,  “Two for me, two for Kai,  
and two for Luna!” cries Benji.and two for Luna!” cries Benji.

Benji takes a pork bun.

Kai takes a pork bun. “Yum yum, dim sum!” 

cries Luna. She grabs 

a pork bun . . .



Oh no!

Splat!



Luna takes another bun.
“That’s all you get,” says Kai.
“Two for me, two for Kai, and one for Luna!” 

Benji exclaims.

“It’s my birthday! I can’t have just one!” 
Luna wails.



“But there are only two buns left,” says Kai. “But there are only two buns left,” says Kai. 
“Who gets them?” asks Benji.“Who gets them?” asks Benji.



“The oldest gets another bun,” “The oldest gets another bun,” 
declares Kai. “Ma Ma tells us to declares Kai. “Ma Ma tells us to 
always respect our elders.”always respect our elders.”

“And older kids should “And older kids should 
take care of younger take care of younger 
kids,” says Benji, “so kids,” says Benji, “so 
I get another bun.”I get another bun.”

“But I’m the birthday girl!” Luna says.

Luna says.



“It wouldn’t be fair for one person to be “It wouldn’t be fair for one person to be 
left out,” Luna says finally. “Let’s cut left out,” Luna says finally. “Let’s cut 
each bun in half.”each bun in half.”

Kai, Luna, and Benji glare at one another. “Half for each of us,” says Benji. “Half for each of us,” says Benji. 
“Who gets the extra?”“Who gets the extra?”



“Well, the tallest person needs “Well, the tallest person needs 
more food,” says Kai.more food,” says Kai.

“And the shortest person “And the shortest person 
needs more food to grow needs more food to grow 
taller,” says Benji.taller,” says Benji.

“But it’s my birthday!” insists Luna.insists Luna.



“How about we cut the half in half?” says Kai. “But that would be two pieces for 
three people. We’d be right back where 
we started!” exclaims Luna in dismay.



“I know,” says Kai. “Let’s go by the “I know,” says Kai. “Let’s go by the 
animals of the lunar calendar. animals of the lunar calendar. 
I’m a rat. That’s the first animal I’m a rat. That’s the first animal 
on the calendar, soon the calendar, so  I should get I should get 
the extra.”the extra.”

“But I’m a dragon,” says “But I’m a dragon,” says 
Benji, puffing his chest. Benji, puffing his chest. 

“I’m bigger than a rat. I can “I’m bigger than a rat. I can 
stomp on a rat anytime.”stomp on a rat anytime.”

“We protect everyone. 
 The tiger should get the extra.”

“Tigers are the bravest,” Luna says.
Luna says.



Kai, Luna, and Benji stare at the fluffy, 
delicious half bun.

“How about this?” Luna says. “Let’s divide 
the half into three pieces.”

“That’s fair,” says Benji.“That’s fair,” says Benji.
Kai sighs. “But the pieces Kai sighs. “But the pieces 
would be so small.”would be so small.”

“Wait!”says Luna.



Yum yum, dim sum!



What Is Dim Sum?
Dim sum is a meal of bite-sized foods, traditionally served in bamboo baskets from 
push carts. In some modern restaurants, dim sum is ordered from a menu. But ordering 
from a cart is much more fun! 

Dim sum originated in Southern China. It literally means “to touch the heart” in 
Cantonese, a dialect of Chinese. Dim sum is also sometimes called yum cha, which 
means “drink tea.” In the old days, teahouses were built along trade routes to provide 
refreshment for weary travelers. Later, small snacks were added to go along with the 
tea. And dim sum was born!

The Chinese Zodiac
According to legend, the Jade Emperor once invited all the animals to participate in  
a big race. The first twelve animals to swim across the river would appear in the lunar 
calendar in the order in which they reached the other bank. 

The rat won the race, so it is the first animal in the Chinese zodiac. After the rat 
came the ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster, dog, and pig.  
Each animal has its own year in the zodiac cycle, and the cycle repeats every twelve 
years. In the story, Luna, Kai, and Benji compare their zodiac animals to see who  
should get the last piece of pork bun. 

Exploring the Math
Luna and her two brothers plan to share six buns equally. But when one bun falls on the 
floor, they are left with only five to share. As they look for a fair solution, they cut buns in 
half and consider cutting a half into two or three parts. They recognize that half of a half 
is a small part and that a half divided into three yields even smaller parts. 

As children find ways to divide up amounts fairly, they begin to make sense of division, 
fractions, and the notion of parts and wholes. 

Try This!
 *  At mealtimes, explain how you are 

dividing up food. “We have eight spring 
rolls for the three of us. Let’s each have 
two, and then see who’s still hungry.”

 * Engage children in deciding how to 
share. “How can we divide three buns 
among the four of us? What if one bun  
is larger than the others?” 

 * When children are playing, ask how they 
are sharing. “What’s the fairest way to 
share these blocks? How did you decide to 
divide up the stickers?”

 * Discuss with children: “Is sharing  
equally always the same as sharing fairly? 
Does everyone always want the exact 
same amount? Does everyone need the 
exact same amount?”

Visit www.charlesbridge.com/storytellingmath for more activities.

As children decide how to share, encourage them to explain their thinking. Although they 
may not yet use the words fraction and division, they are learning about those concepts!

Angela Chan Turrou
Senior Researcher and Teacher Educator,  
UCLA Graduate School of Education

—



Where can you find  
math in your life?



Can you find Math …   

IN A SONG?



“No More Monkeys” by Asheba

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_Ob_l0YIvg


Can you find Math …   

AT HOME?







978-1-62354-130-9 HC
978-1-62354-199-6 PB
e-book available

About the Book
On Luna’s birthday the family goes out for Chinese dim sum. There are 
six fl uffy pork buns for Luna and her two brothers to share. But then 
splat! Luna drops one. How can three children share fi ve buns fairly?

About the Math
As children fi nd ways to divide up amounts fairly, they begin to make 
sense of division, fractions, and the notion of parts and wholes. For 
example, as Luna and her brothers look for a way to share equally, 
they cut buns in half and consider cutting a half into two or three 
parts. They recognize that half of a half is a small part and that a half 
divided into three yields even smaller parts. 

As children decide how to share, encourage them to explain their 
thinking. Although they may not yet use the words division and 
fraction, they are learning about those concepts!

Angela Chan Turrou
Senior Researcher and Teacher Educator,
UCLA Graduate School of Education

About the Author
Natasha Yim was born in the Year of the Tiger in Malaysia, grew up 
in Singapore and Hong Kong, and now lives in California. She is the 
author of many picture books, including Goldy Luck and the Three 
Pandas. Her favorite dim sum is egg custard tarts.

About the Illustrator
Violet Kim was born in the Year of the Ox in South Korea, studied 
illustration at Rhode Island School of Design, and now lives in Taiwan. 
She is the illustrator of The Little Gray Bunny and many other picture 
books. Her favorite dim sum is shrimp dumplings.

 9 Galen Street • Watertown, MA 02472 • www.charlesbridge.com • (800) 225-3214
Activities copyright © TERC. Illustrations copyright © Violet Kim. Funded in part by a grant from the Heising-Simons Foundation.

Math activities by Marlene Kliman, TERC

Storytelling Math celebrates children using 
math in their daily adventures as they play, 
build, and discover the world around them. 
Joyful stories and hands-on activities make 
it easy for kids and their grown-ups to 
explore everyday math together.

www.charlesbridge.com/storytellingmath

https://www.charlesbridge.com/collections/storytelling-math



OTHER RESOURCES



DIM SUM MENU MATH

Write the price in the 
boxes

Dim sum menu

Lifeskills Made Easier 
Teachers Pay Teachers



 
  

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

    
    

     

  
 

 

 

   

 
 

 

   

  
   

 

   

    
 

 

    

     
 

 

   

    
  

 

   
   

  
 

 

   

   
    

 
 
 

 
   

 
 

 

   

  

 
  

 

  
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

STORYBOOK CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUR YOUNG CHILD 

Bookmark with Prompts 
Luna’s Yum Yum Dim Sum is a 
book written by Natasha Yim 
and illustrated by Violet Kim. 
Luna is having Dim Sum on her 
birthday. She and her brothers 
are talking about how to share 
buns fairly. 

Do not forget to PEER! Use additional 
Prompts if needed, Evaluate and Expand 
your child’s answers, and Repeat the 
prompts. 

Check your local library to see if it allows you to 
borrow a digital version of this book to read on a 
laptop, tablet, or phone. 

Look at STEMIE’s tips for making adaptations to 
the storybook reading process 
https://stemie.fpg.unc.edu/sites/stemie.fp 
g.unc.edu/files/Dialogic%20Reading_Gener 
al%20Adaptations.pdf 

If you print this page, you 
can download or view 
online by scanning the QR 
code. 

Every child is different, 
and these are only suggested 

age ranges and activities. 
Do what works best for your child. 

Print this page and cut around the 
edges. 

Ages 3-6 Math 

Luna’s Yum Yum Dim 
Sum 

By Natasha Yim 

Complete a sentence 

Let’s cut each bun in ___. 
(Half) 
Recall 

How many baskets of pork 
buns did they order? (two) 
Open-ended questions 

What else would you do to 
share the buns fairly? 
WH questions 

Why does Benji need more 
food? 
Distancing questions 

How do you and your family 
share food? 

STEM Words & Ideas to Explore 

• Count 
• Whole/half 

stemie.fpg.unc.edu 
Lifeskills Made Easier 

Teachers Pay Teachers

https://stemie.fpg.unc.edu/



Questions?


