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A quiet, goodnight 
countdown book. A father 
is putting his little one 
down for the night. They 
count things in her room, 
beginning with her ten 
little toes. 

Ages: 0 to 5 years  

Interest Level:        
Infant to Kindergarten  

ATOS Reading Level: 
1.3 

Lexile: NP 

ISBN: 9780688009069 

Copyright: 1983  

Genre: Fiction 

Classification: Picture 
Story Book
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Vocabulary for 
Building Math 

Concepts

around, eight, empty, five, four, nine, one, 
round, row, seven, short, six, square, 
straight, ten, three, two

Vocabulary for 
Extending 

Math Concepts

cardinality, one-to-one correspondence, 
subitizing

Vocabulary for 
Reading 

Comprehension

gown

Early Math Project

Ten, Nine, Eight        
What happened to the missing shoe? 
Topics: counting, cardinality, classification, subitizing 

Math Connections: Use Ten, Nine, Eight to practice counting 
objects. Each page has a different number of objects to count. 
As you read the book, pause on each page and count the 
objects out loud. For example, on the first page “Ten small toes 
all washed and warm.” Count the toes out loud, while pointing 
to each toe. This will help your child connect the meaning of 
the number with the number of objects (called cardinality) and 
establish rules for counting, each thing counted gets one 
number (called one-to-one correspondence). On the page with 
“Seven empty shoes in a short straight row” ask your child 
what is missing? Or, where is the other shoe? Shoes come in 
pairs; this will become an important concept later when your 
child starts to skip count which leads to multiplication. Keep an 
eye out for that shoe! It shows up a few pages later.  

Children are classifying when they count the members of a set. 
When they count a set of shoes, they are only counting things 
they classify as shoes. For a small collection, generally less 
than five items, children can tell how many just by looking at 
the items. This is called subitizing. You can help children with 
this skill by frequently asking “How many?” during daily 
routines 

Extension Questions: 

1. What are some things in the room you could count? How 
many are there? 

2. Did you notice the numbers were counted backwards? 
Where else might you use or hear a countdown? 

3. On the page showing seven shoes, what do you think is 
missing? How do you know? See if you can spot the 
missing object by the end of the book.
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Age Level Related Preschool Foundations and CA 
State Standards

Infant/
Toddler

Infant Toddler Foundations 
https://bit.ly/3ozQios

Infant/
Toddler

Number Sense The developing 
understanding of number and quantity. 
Classification The developing ability to 
group, sort, categorize, connect, and have 
expectations of objects and people 
according to their attributes.

Preschool/
TK

Preschool Learning Foundations 
https://bit.ly/34vEeN3

Preschool/
TK

Number Sense 1.0 Children begin to 
understand numbers and quantities in their 
everyday environment. 1.1 Recite numbers 
in order with increasing accuracy. 1.2 
Recognize and know the name of some 
written numerals. 1.3 Identify, without 
counting, the number of objects in a 
collection of objects (i.e., subitize). 1.4 Count 
objects, using one-to-one correspondence 
(one object for each number word) with 
increasing accuracy. 1.5 Understand, when 
counting, that the number name of the last 
object counted represents the total number 
of objects in the group (i.e., cardinality).

Grades K-3 California Common Core State Math 
Standards K-12 https://bit.ly/31No7bP

Kindergarten Counting and Cardinality K.CC.1, K.CC.2, 
K.CC.3 Know number names and the count 
sequence. K.CC.4, K.CC.5 Count to tell the 
number of objects.
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Early Math Project Resources:       

It Counts! (English) 

Online Resources: 

Math at Home resources for toddlers/preschoolers

Spanish Title:  Diez, 
nueve, ocho 

Copyright: 2011 

ISBN: 9780688154684 

Also available in: 
Braille 

Related Books: How 
Many? by Christopher 
Danielson; Ten Minutes 
Till Bedtime by Peggy 
Rathmann 

Find this book at your 
local library: https://
www.worldcat.org/title/
ten-nine-eight/oclc/
233391955&referer=brief
_results 
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