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WHAT IS
THE TINKERING STUDIO?







WHAT ISTINKERING?



TINKERING 
IS A HANDS-
ON 
LEARNING 
PROCESS: a way to

DEVELOP 
UNDERSTANDING



Learning through tinkering
relies on

DIRECT EXPERIENCES
withREAL PHENOMENA



PROCESS
PRODUCT



TINKERING HAS

IMPORTANT 
COMPONENTS
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TINKERING

PURPOSEFUL
PLAY

EXPLORATION
SPACE

LEARNER
CHOICE

COLLABORATIVE
LEARNING



EXPLORATION
SPACE

Educators make 
intentional decisions 
about materials, time, 
and starting points to 
define a range of 
investigations



PURPOSEFUL
PLAY

Playful interactions 
focused on specific 
phenomena spark 

discovery and 
understanding 



LEARNER
CHOICE

Learners’ ideas, 
interests, and 

curiosity drives the 
exploration, and 

multiple outcomes 
are valued as assets



COLLABORATIVE
LEARNING

Learners and facilitators 
tinker side-by-side and 
both benefit by making 
sense of things together



TINKERING

PURPOSEFUL
PLAY

EXPLORATION
SPACE

LEARNER
CHOICE

COLLABORATIVE
LEARNING



Tinkering strives for

Belonging
Agency

Joy



Early 
Learning 
Projects



What is 
STEAM 
Starters?
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The Tinkering Cycle



PLAN FACILITAT
E REFLECT

RELAUNCH

The Tinkering Cycle


