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Agenda

● How Does an Environment Affect Our Lives?
● Environment- The Impact On Learning
● Intentional Teaching- The Why
● Art of Questioning
● Calendar/Whole Group Time
● Center Time
● Project-Based Learning/Independent Learning
● Relationship-Driven Environments
● Developing a Love for Learning!



How have you created a relaxing environment in your home?



What is the impact of intentional environmental design?

                    “healthy living and work  
spaces that support health,   
well-being and higher 
consciousness.”

Damon & Cathy Coyne                                                               





Young children continually construct mathematical ideas 
based on their experiences with the environment, their 
interactions with adults and other children, and their daily 
observations.

J.V. Copley



How can we develop mathematical thinking?

 Child’s First Teacher- parents! High Quality Early Education
“Intentional Teaching”



Evidence suggests that early mathematics may be an even 
better predictor of school achievement than early literacy.

Stipek, Shoenfeld, & Gomby



College algebra has been called “the single most 
failed course in community colleges,” with 
various researchers and practitioners estimating 
failure rates for the course around 50 percent.



Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP)







https://prek-math-te.stanford.edu/patterns-algebra/when-pattern-caterpillar-vignette




Independent Center Activities



Connecting Home and School

1. The parent is a child’s first teacher
2. Classroom teacher is essentially the researcher who is intentionally creating 

meaningful, differentiated work as the second teacher
3. The environment, or the setting is designed to ignite and reflect the child’s 

learning as the third teacher





Number Stories
Take Home Bag





Independent Math Centers









Calendar and Morning Routines







https://robertkaplinsky.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/The_Art_Of_Questioning.pdf


Teaching the 
Whole Child

https://www.wholechildpolicy.org/

https://www.wholechildpolicy.org/


Teaching the Whole Child

A whole child approach to education is one that honors the 
humanity of each teacher and student, and is critical to 

equitably preparing each student to reach their full potential. 
This starts by creating environments of belonging and 

connection for students and adults to engage and thrive.



Thank you!


