Growingreaders!

Literacy in the Sciences: Teaching Sequence

Recommended children’s books

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain
By Verna Aardema

This African folktale tells the simple story of a cattle herdsman and his wish for rain on the
African plain. The narrative structure of the story follows sequentially as the herdsman
Ki-pat as he makes a bow and arrow, shoots the arrow into the black rain cloud, observes the
change in the weather, and watches the grass grow so that his cows can live. (Ages: 3-6)

Every Autumn Comes the Bear
By Jim Arnosky

As the seasons change, a large black bear prepares for hibernation. In his search for a den,
he startles a bobcat, a grouse, and other smaller animals. Striking watercolors and brief text,
drawn from the artist’s observations of a bear behind his Vermont home, explain the balance
found in nature and the cycles of life. (Ages 3-6)

Jack’s Garden
By Henry Cole

In this cumulative tale, Jack plants, tends and harvests his garden. Not only will readers
follow JacK’s activities, they’ll learn about gardens and gardening in this informative and
animated book through text and highly detailed and well-labeled illustrations. (Ages 6-9)

How a House Is Built
By Gail Gibbons

Building a house is a complex project requiring the cooperative efforts of many people.
Beginning with the architect who draws the plans, readers meet the surveyors, equipment
operators, carpenters, plumbers, and other people who produce a building. The book
concludes with a family moving in, ready to make the house a home. (Ages 3-6)
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