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Early Math Symposium Schedule
  9:00 - Welcome
  9:10 - Keynote: The Promise and Practice of Family Math for Young 

Children
10:10 - Resources on the Early Math Project Website
10:20 - Break
10:25 - Breakout Session One (Select from one of six sessions)
11:10 - Break
11:15 - Keynote - Notice and Wonder: Using Photos to Spark      

Mathematical Conversations
12:15 - Lunch Break
12:35 - Lunch Recess Begins: Workshops, Conversation Spaces, and 

Vendor Fair
  1:15 - Breakout Session Two (Select from one of six sessions)
  2:00 - Break
  2:05 - Breakout Session Three (Select from one of six sessions)
  2:50 - Survey and Farewell
  3:00 - Vendor Fair After Hours



Title Presente
r(s)

Time Ages

Welcome to the Sixth Annual Early Math 
Symposium!

Thank you for joining us today.

Jon 
Dueck, 
Carolyn 
Pfister, 
and 
Michele 
Cantwell-
Copher

9:00 am 
to 9:10 
am

All

The Promise and Practice of Family Math for 
Young Children

Four national experts will present on the critical role of 
families in children’s mathematical learning. The 
presenters will discuss scientific evidence 
demonstrating the importance of early math learning 
for later achievement, and the impact families have on 
young children’s math learning. The presenters will 
also address the powerful role that cultural strengths 
play in family math, providing evidence from research 
with Spanish-speaking and Spanish-English bilingual 
families.

Eric 
Dearing, 
Gigliana 
Melzi, 
Maggie 
Caspe, 
and 
Donna 
Johnson

9:10 am 
to 10:10 
am

Infant 
to 3rd 
Grade

Brief Whole Group - Demonstration of the 
EMP Website

The Statewide Early Math Initiative and the Early 
Math Project develop resources on a continuous 
basis. Early Math Project Team members Heather 
Mcclellan-Brandusa and Naomi Reeley will share the 
wide range of free resources available on the Early 
Math Project website.

Heather 
Mcclellan-
Brandusa 
and 
Naomi 
Reeley 

10:10 am 
to 10:20 
am 

All

Presentations by Title, Time, and Age Range



Links and Leaps: Making Connections Across 
the Early Math Curriculum

It is critical for us as early math educators to consider 
the relationships between math topics as we develop 
our lesson plans. When we move from one topic to 
the next, we need to help our students see how one 
skill leads to the next, make sense of it all and gain 
insights into how everything fits together. This session 
will demonstrate how we can help our students 
consider these links and examine the leaps as they 
progress in their math education. The presenter will 
use his own books and other materials to show these 
connections and demonstrate how they can be used 
to help our students become better math learners. 

Stuart J. 
Murphy

10:25 am 
to 11:10 
am

TK to 
3rd 
Grade

Infant/Toddler Curriculum: Supporting the 
Development of Early Math Skills

Participants attending this session will have an 
opportunity to learn about how to plan for emergent 
mathematical thinking for infants and toddlers. Using 
a reflective curriculum planning process as the 
foundation, the session will explore how everyday 
experiences can support the learning progressions of 
early math concepts. 

Amber 
Morabito 
and 
Arlene 
Paxton 

10:25 am 
to 11:10 
am

Infant 
and 
Toddle
r

The Case for Coherence: Building Capacity 
Pre-K to 3rd 

This session will focus on the California Education 
Partners Preschool Through Third Grade Coherence 
Collaboration (P3CC). This network of school districts 
across California is a focused effort to build an 
academic and structural bridge between preschool 
and kindergarten-3rd programs. Learn how districts 
built capacity and leveraged resources to create 
cross-functional district teams focused on Pre-K 
through 3rd-grade transitions with the greatest 
benefits to English Learners and socio-economically 
disadvantaged students.

Steven 
Kellner

10:25 am 
to 11:10 
am

Pre-K 
to 3rd 
grade



Conversations that Count: Developing 
Number Sense from Birth to Kindergarten

This interactive workshop presents highly effective 
strategies to support caregivers as they tailor their 
interactive communications to children’s 
developmental levels. Beginning at birth, when 
understanding is in the precursor stage, infants and 
toddlers are developing approximate number sense 
and mathematical thinking, with a focus on sensory 
impressions about differences in quantity and 
magnitude based on sight, sound, smell, touch, 
including manipulation. By the time they enter 
preschool, young children need many positive, playful 
interactions and conversations about the math that is 
all around to develop understanding of cardinality, 
number patterns, and rational counting that leads to 
future school success.

Mary 
Hynes-
Berry and 
Jie-Qi 
Chen

10:25 am 
to 11:10 
am

Birth 
to 
Kinder
garten

Learning from Experiences: Building Capacity 
of Educators through the CA Early Math 
Initiative

This panel discussion will feature five agencies that 
implemented a year-long early mathematics 
professional development for educators and childcare 
providers in their local communities through the 
California Early Math Initiative. Panel members will 
share highlights from their implementation plans and 
discuss recommendations for similar organizations 
interested in building the capacity of educators in 
early math education (birth-8 years old).

Moderator
s Paul 
Reimer 
and Dr. 
Osnat 
Zur. 
Panelists 
Jill 
Johnson, 
Michelle 
Lau, 
Blanca 
Silva, 
Eunice 
Munro, 
Daniel 
Mendoza, 
and 
Claudia 
Meza.

10:25 am 
to 11:10 
am

Infant 
to 3rd 
Grade



Talk and Play: Discovering Math through 
Children's Literature

Grab paper and pencil and join Early Math Project 
(EMP) Team Members for a closer look at 
the connections between math and children's 
literature. This breakout focuses on 
EMP's resources for the books Double the Ducks, 
Cook It!, and The Shape Song 
Swingalong. Interact with a variety of activities and 
strategies that support mathematical thinking and 
fun.  

Haley 
Gordon, 
Dana 
McVey, 
Makenna 
Huey, 
Naomi 
Reeley, 
and 
Carolyn 
Pfister

10:25 am 
to 11:10 
am

Infant 
to 3rd 
Grade

Notice and Wonder: Using Photos to Spark 
Mathematical Conversations

Two of the most powerful questions we can ask young 
children are: What do you notice? and What do you 
wonder? We will share an engaging and playful 
language-building routine called Photo Chats that has 
all the criteria of a “quick win”—no cost, do-anywhere, 
deepens over time, and spans the ages. Learn how 
conversations around compelling, culturally relevant 
photographs build language skills that boost and help 
formalize mathematical thinking. We will examine how 
mathematical conversation develops from birth to age 
8 and look at how Photo Chats supports the 
progression from infants’ receptive and more global 
understanding of attribute to the increasingly focused 
and precise understanding of quantity, shape, and 
spatial relationships in kindergarten and the primary 
grades. Using examples from early care and school 
classrooms, we will consider important instructional 
decisions to keep in mind and share ready-to-use 
resources to start talking math today! 

Rakhee 
Dodia and 
Jeanine 
Brownell

11:15 am 
to 12:15 
pm

Infant 
to 3rd 
Grade



Move. Play. Learn.

Ready for some serious FUN? Learn how to get 
children to move well, move more, and engage in 
fundamental movement skills. This interactive session 
will have you participate in easy-to-follow activities 
that are appealing to all and more important than 
ever! These activities will teach the importance of 
physical activity. We’ll take an inclusive approach to 
building behaviors that can lead to an active, healthy 
lifestyle. Are you ready? 

Cyndi 
Dean

12:35 pm 
to 1:15 
pm

All 
Ages!

Weaving New Ideas in Early Mathematics

Throughout history, societies have provided space for 
community and cultural making, whether through 
weaving container baskets, colorful blankets, or 
storytelling tapestries. Weaving is also a wonderfully 
mathematical way to create repeating patterns often 
found in art while using common, accessible 
materials. Friedrich Froebel, a conceptual founder of 
the Kindergarten, considered paper weaving a natural 
occupation for children to develop problem-solving, 
perseverance, creativity, and imagination.

Join us for a whole group hands-on activity to explore 
the many ways young children experience 
mathematical ideas through paper weaving.

Materials Needed:
• Paper - different colors, 8.5 in x 11in
• Scissors
• Ruler
• Pencil/Pen

Steve 
Pauls, 
Aileen 
Rizo and 
Scott 
Niels

12:35 pm 
to 1:15 
pm

PreSc
hool 
to 3rd 
Grade

Building Inquisitive Minds Through Counting 
Collections and Collaboration

This interactive workshop will inspire a major change 
in how early learning students experience counting 
and cardinality.

Shannon 
Crass

1:15 pm 
to 2:00 
pm

TK to 
Kinder
garten



"¡Vamos A Jugar Juntos!": como los juegos 
de mesa invitan a TODOS los niños y sus 
familias a activar el pensamiento matemático

Construir ideas matemáticas fundamentales a través 
de la participación familiar puede apoyar 
poderosamente el desarrollo matemático de los niños 
pequeños. En esta sesión, jugamos juegos de 
matemáticas y discutimos cómo usarlos para 
desarrollar y evaluar el sentido numérico de los niños 
e involucrar a las familias. Los participantes obtienen 
ideas prácticas para aumentar el acceso/compromiso 
con las matemáticas para los niños y sus familias.

Lisa 
Ferguson 
and 
Veronica 
Castro

1:15 pm 
to 2:00 
pm

Presc
hool

Supporting Children’s Mathematical 
Development: Stories from TK through 3rd 
Grade Educators

Join this dynamic panel of educators as they share 
their own stories about planning purposeful, engaging 
math for children, fostering collaboration, adapting 
teaching strategies to the needs of the moment, 
partnering with families, and supporting growth 
mindset.

Moderator
: Patricia 
Rucker

Panelists: 
Sylvia 
Parker, 
Desiree 
Harrison, 
Ryan 
Kurada, 
Tracy 
Doverspik
e

1:15 pm 
to 2:00 
pm

TK to 
3rd 
Grade

Supporting Children’s Mathematical 
Development: Stories from Infancy through 
Preschool Educators

Join educators as they share their personal 
experiences and stories of supporting children's 
mathematical development in their environments. 
Learn about the strategies they have implemented 
and the advantages they have seen as a result. Listen 
as they share their struggles and successes and how 
they have addressed challenges.

Moderator
: Dana 
McVey

Panelists: 
Shelley 
Anderson, 
Janet 
Margosia
n, Brittany 
Montelon
go

1:15 pm 
to 2:00 
pm

Infant 
to 
Presc
hool



Mathematics is Moving!

Kids love to move around! What if we could invite 
mathematics into that movement and make it a playful 
learning experience? Come explore ways to integrate 
movement with counting, patterns, computational 
thinking, and spatial communication. We will share 
playful activities that can be adapted to a variety of 
developmental levels and learning environments.

Elin 
Anderson 
and Brook 
Williams

1:15 pm 
to 2:00 
pm

Presc
hool 
to 2nd 
Grade

Introduction to Family Child Care at Its Best: 
Building Numeracy Skills and Beyond

Family child care and family, friend, and neighbor 
providers are critical sources of support for working 
families. The Family Child Care at Its Best program 
delivers high-quality, research-based workshops that 
help home-based caregivers improve their 
knowledge, skills, and quality of care for working with 
mixed-age groups of children. In this session, we will 
explore highlights from the Family Child Care at Its 
Best "Building Numeracy Skills and Beyond" 
workshop. Participants will examine ways to provide a 
rich math environment for all children and gain 
techniques that build developmentally appropriate 
math knowledge and skills in early childhood.

Cori 
Schmidt, 
Krista 
Murphy, 
and 
Monica 
Hernande
z

1:15 PM - 
2:50 PM

*note - 
this is a 
double 
session.

Infant 
to TK

Math Stories Make Math Make Sense

This is a study on how math stories, represent the 
intersections of subjects and humanize math learning.

Learn how math stories elevate engagement and 
mathematical thinking.

Gigi 
Carunung
an

2:05 pm 
to 2:50 
pm

Presc
hool 
to 2nd 
Grade

Supporting Math Development through Family 
Engagement

Take a closer look at the “What, Why, and How” of 
family engagement and developing a positive math 
mindset. The session will feature EMP materials, 
video examples, and a reflection activity to engage 
families, support development, and bridge home and 
school.  

Dana 
McVey

2:05 pm 
to 2:50 
pm

Infant 
to 3rd 
Grade



Count On! 

Join Tracy for an interactive session on creating 
engaging math activities to use in the classroom or at 
home.

Tracy 
Doverspik
e

2:05 pm 
to 2:50 
pm

Presc
hool 
to 1st 
Grade

Counting Frames and Ten Frames; tools for 
building strong number relationships.

In this session, we will explore the power of counting 
frames and ten frames to build number sense. We will 
share practical ideas for how to get your students to 
think and talk about number relationships as the basis 
for number operations.

Donna 
Johnson 
and 
Rebeca 
Itzkowich

2:05 pm 
to 2:50 
pm

Tk to 
1st 
Grade

Engaging Families in Early Math: Family Math 
Nights

As part of the California Statewide Early Math 
Initiative, the Lighthouse for Children Development 
Center Program of the Office of the Fresno County 
Superintendent of Schools has been implementing 
virtual and in-person Family Math Night events for 
children aged 0-5 years and their families. These 
events aim to provide families with concrete examples 
of how they can engage in early math activities with 
their children, as well as provide guidance on how to 
introduce math talk when engaging in reading. Our 
presentation will review the process of planning a 
Family Math Night event, provide a sampling of math 
activities, and share strategies to engage dual 
language learners. Lastly, we will reflect on best 
practices for those who may be interested in hosting 
their own Family Math Night by providing tips and 
resources.

Janette 
Trejo 
Barbara 
Daniel, 
Matilda T, 
Soria

2:05 pm 
to 2:50 
pm

Infant 
to 
Presc
hool



Storytelling Math

A deep dive into Storytelling Math, the acclaimed 
picture book series that highlights math, diversity, and 
the power of storytelling, celebrating children using 
math in their daily adventures as they play, build, and 
discover the world around them. Join Charlesbridge 
executive editor Alyssa Mito Pusey, math expert 
Marlene Kliman, and series authors JaNay Brown-
Wood, Jenny Lacika, and Ana Crespo to discuss the 
series’ joyful stories and hands-on activities that make 
it easy for kids and their grown-ups to explore 
everyday math together. Storytelling Math was 
developed in collaboration with math experts at STEM 
education nonprofit TERC, under a grant from the 
Heising-Simons Foundation.

Marlene 
Kliman, 
Ana 
Crespo, 
JaNay 
Brown-
Wood, 
Alyssa 
Mito 
Pusey, 
and 
Jenny 
Lacika

2:05 pm 
to 2:50 
pm

Toddle
r to 
2nd 
Grade

Survey and Farewell 

Complete the survey here. 

Thank you for Joining the 6th Annual Early Math 
symposium

Carolyn 
Pfister 
and 
Jonathan 
Dueck

2:50 pm 
to 3:00 
pm

N/A

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVeGnb7v_0ISbKuWpt1ceJuriauU9mD1miP12wUovkRxv65g/viewform


Presenter Information 
Elin Anderson 
Elin has a passion for engaging learners of all ages in playful hands-on activities that 
develop an understanding of STEAM content and foster curiosity about the world around 
them.  She spent over 20 years in public education as a classroom teacher, instructional 
coach, and TSA in elementary mathematics. Elin completed her M.A. in Math Education at 
Fresno Pacific and certificate for Educational Leadership at Fresno State. She is currently 
working with local educators on implementing maker education in formal and informal 
educational settings. As a maker herself, Elin likes to explore making with her hands 
through needlework such as embroidery and needlepoint and with her feet through tap 
dancing. She loves spending time outside either in her garden or roaming around the 
Shaver Lake area.


Shelley Anderson 
Shelley is married to Bill and together have three children who attended the Glendale 
Community College Child Development Center: oldest son Dylan 25, middle son Trent 21, 
and daughter Jordyn 17.  She has worked at GCC CDC since the center opened in 1990, 
and is completing her 32nd year at the college. Shelley graduated from CSUN with a 
bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts and went on to graduate from Pacific Oaks College with a 
master’s degree in Human Development with a focus on College Teaching. She is an 
adjunct faculty at GCC in the Child Development Department and taught in the Parent 
Education Department at GCC. Shelley holds a Site Supervisor Permit from the State of 
California and is a certified PITC (Program for Infant/Toddler Care) Trainer in modules I-V.  
She enjoys hiking, baking, and playing.


JaNay Brown-Wood 
Dr. JaNay Brown-Wood grew up in Fresno, California. She earned her BA in psychology 
and applied developmental psychology from UCLA, then her MA in child development from 
CSU Sacramento, and finally a Ph.D. in education from UC Davis. She has been a 
performer, preschool teacher, camp counselor, youth specialist, college professor, and 
curriculum designer; currently, she teaches and conducts research at CSU Sacramento and 
lives in Sacramento with her family. JaNay is the author of Too-Small Tyson, Shhh! The 
Baby's Asleep, Imani’s Moon, and Grandma’s Tiny House.


Dr. Michele Cantwell-Copher 
Dr. Michele Cantwell-Copher has been a Fresno County educator for more than 30 years. In 
her current capacity with the Office of the Fresno County Superintendent of Schools 
(FCSS), she is the Superintendent Elect, inclusive of the role of Executive Director of The 
Foundation @ FCOE, formed in 2009. Dr. Copher provided direction and oversite for the 
successful implementation of the 2008 Voluntary Preschool Master Plan and Transitional 
Kindergarten in 2010. In 2015 she organized the efforts of the GradNation Summit, which 
addressed increasing graduation rates in Fresno County, and in 2016, she guided the 
opening of the Lighthouse for Children Child Development Center. Since 2019, Dr. Copher 
has been significantly contributing to the work of the DRIVE Community Investment Plan 
that focuses on economic development, human capital, and neighborhood development. 
She is an integral part of FCSS’ successful expansion of business-education partnerships 
and collaborative work with nonprofit, community-based organizations, and civic groups, 
leading to better educational and health outcomes for students. Dr. Copher is active in the 
community, serving on numerous boards and volunteering at Valley Children’s Hospital. She 
has been recognized as a Top 10 Business Woman of the Year. Dr. Copher is married to 
John, a Correctional Lieutenant with the Fresno County Sheriff’s Department, and together 
they have two children, Claire, a second-year law school student at McGeorge School of 
Law, and Quaid, serving at the United States Navel Academy.




Gigi Carunungan 
Gigi is co-founder and led the foundational learning designs of 2 Silicon Valley K-8 
schools--- Synapse School (Menlo Park) and Imagination School (Palo Alto). She wrote the 
Helical Model, a deep-dive learning strategy, integrating the constructivist philosophy and 
the learning sciences in thematic learning curricula for K-8. In 2017-2019, Gigi assisted in 
educational programming and provided professional development for teachers in K-8 
schools in Guatemala, where the idea of math stories as pedagogy for teaching 
mathematical sense-making and reasoning started. She is the author of Digital Media in the 
Classroom. She is the CEO of MathXplorers, author of 4 math picture books, and adjunct 
instructor at San Jose State University’s Teacher Education Department. Gigi has a 
doctorate in Educational Leadership.


Margaret Caspe 
Margaret Caspe, PhD, is a senior research consultant with the National Association for 
Family, School, and Community Engagement (NAFSCE).  There she co-leads the Educator 
Preparation For Family Engagement Project which is a collaborative of national partners 
and state, school, and higher education teams dedicated to supporting educator 
preparation in family engagement. She is also a key staff member of the Center for Family 
Math. Over the past 20 years, she has studied how partnerships among families, schools, 
and communities influence children’s development in a variety of areas, including language 
and literacy, and bilingualism, as well as science, technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM). She is co-editor of A Librarian’s Guide to Engaging Families in Learning, and 
Promising Practices for Engaging Families in STEM Learning and author of a variety of 
articles published in journals such as Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Childhood 
Education, and Young Children. Margaret earned her Ph.D. in applied developmental 
psychology from the Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development at 
New York University, where she currently teaches courses in child language development 
as an adjunct faculty member. She lives in New Jersey with her husband and three 
daughters.


Veronica Castro 
Veronica Castro earned her bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Studies at Northern Illinois 
University and her master’s degree in Early Childhood Teaching from Erikson Institute. She 
taught for 8 years in bilingual classrooms across Chicago from PreK through 3rd grade 
before becoming a math coach with Erikson Institute’s Early Math Collaborative in 2009.  
Since then, she has discovered a new appreciation for math and continues to develop as a 
mathematician alongside the teachers and students that she has the privilege to work with.


Jie-Qi Chen 
For well more than a decade, Jie-Qi along with other members of the Early Math 
Collaborative, have been actively engaged in working with early childhood caregivers and 
teachers of 0 to 5-year-olds in extended series of sessions that deepen participants’ own 
conceptual understanding of mathematics and that provide highly effective strategies for 
them to tailor to the capacities, interests, and needs of the specific children they work with. 
Jie-Qi is co-author of a recently published book, Precursor Math Concepts: The wonder of 
mathematical worlds with infants and toddlers. This book was recently published by 
Teachers College Press (2021).




Shannon Crass 
Shannon Crass is a Math Content Specialist for the Fresno County Superintendent of 
Schools. She has facilitated multiple pieces of training for TK-8th grade teachers in math 
practices and effective classroom pedagogy. She has been an elementary school teacher for 
20+ years and is currently a STEM instructional coach. Before being hired at Fresno County 
Superintendent of Schools, she was an elementary school teacher and an Early Learning 
Instructional coach for TK and Kindergarten. Her current role includes working with TK-6th 
grade teachers across Fresno County. She has a  true passion for working side by side with 
early learning teachers to help support them in their journey to improve their craft. She has 
been married for 22 years and has three children, ages 20, 17, and 14 years old. She enjoys 
reading, swimming, music, and spending time with friends and family.

Ana Crespo 
Originally from Brazil, Ana Crespo moved to the United States to pursue a master of 
education. She fell in love with children's books when she began reading them to her 
daughter. But she wanted to see books by Brazilian authors, featuring Brazilian characters! 
After her son was born, she decided to write her own stories. Ana is the author of Mathical 
Award winner Lia & Luís: Who Has More?, International Latino Book Award winner The 
Sock Thief: A Soccer Story, and the My Emotions and Me series.


Cyndi Dean 
As a vibrant, constant-moving, experienced educator, Cyndi Dean has turned her passion 
for health and wellness into a mission of motivating students and adults to challenge 
themselves to get up, get moving, and choose a healthy, active lifestyle. Cyndi is deeply 
committed to inspiring and supporting youth towards their desire to transform mind, body, 
and spirit. Through a purposeful approach, Cyndi’s goal is to empower a diverse population 
with knowledge, tools, and training that heighten awareness of enhancing a healthier life. 
Energy rocks!


Eric Dearing 
Eric Dearing is Professor of Applied Developmental Psychology in the Lynch School of 
Education at Boston College and a Senior Researcher at the Norwegian Center for Child 
Behavioral Development at the University of Oslo. Eric’s work is focused on the 
consequences of children’s lives outside of school for their performance in school, with 
attention to the power of families, early education and care, and neighborhood supports to 
bolster achievement for children growing up poor. Presently, as a member of the 
Development and Research in Early Math Education (DREME) Network, he is investigating 
the importance of families and early educators for low-income children’s math learning.


Rakhee Dodia 
Rakhee Dodia graduated from Erikson Institute with an M.S. in Early Childhood Education, 
leading to licensure and specialization in ESL endorsement. She has 10 years of experience 
as a K-3 classroom teacher starting in New York Public Schools and then Chicago Public 
Schools. Currently, she is facilitating professional development about precursor early math 
concepts for 0-3 early childcare providers as well as coaching Kindergarten teachers 
throughout Illinois.



Tracy Doverspike 
Tracy Doverspike is a National Board Certified Kindergarten teacher and a member of the 
Instructional Leadership Corps. She brings thirty years of classroom experience and a love for 
integrating math across the curriculum. Mrs. Doverspike teaches kindergarten for the Alvord 
Unified School District and has a new math blog with The Early Math Project. She enjoys 
sharing engaging activities to build early math skills.


Jonathan Dueck 
Jon is the Director of STEM Education for the Office of the Fresno County Superintendent of 
Schools. He works with teachers and administrators to build programs that promote a 
worthwhile and optimistic view of math and science. He has worked in preschools, TK-12 
schools, and at the secondary level. Jon enjoys talking about numbers with young children.


Lisa Ferguson 
Lisa Ferguson has over 25 years of experience as an early childhood education professional. 
She has worked as a public school teacher, including teaching in Spanish/English bilingual 
programs, facilitated professional development workshops for teachers, administrators, and 
parents, consulted with various early childhood programs, and served as a university instructor 
and instructional coach for early childhood teachers, and as a presenter at various education 
conferences. She currently serves on the Early Math Collaborative team at the Erikson Institute. 
Lisa received a Master of Arts in Teaching in Early Childhood Education from National-Louis 
University. Lisa and her husband, Jon, live in Chicago, but her heart is really in New York City 
where her son and daughter live.


Kim Garcia-Meza 
Kim Garcia-Meza holds a BA from Stanford University, a Bilingual Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential from SFSU, a Master's in International and Multicultural Education from the 
University of San Francisco, a year of field research on bilingual education in Argentina, a Site 
Supervisor Permit from the State of California, and ten years of experience as a lower primary 
Spanish bilingual teacher in San Francisco's Mission District. While in SFUSD, Kim served as a 
master teacher for student teachers, a teacher trainer for Bilingual Literacy and Math, and the 
co-chair of the SFUSD Bilingual Advisory Committee. Before founding Las Mañanitas, Kim 
taught weekly literacy activities to Spanish-speaking toddlers and their families in the Mission 
District with The Reading Tree - a San Francisco-based nonprofit dedicated to promoting early 
literacy.  Kim served on the Citizens Advisory Committee for SF's Office of Early Care and 
Education and currently serves on the Dean's Circle for USF's School of Education. She also 
stays active in advocacy for Early Education in San Francisco. Kim fell in love with teaching 
math due to the exuberance of her math professor in the SFSU Teaching Credential Program. 
For her Master's Thesis, Kim developed a 2nd grade Spanish Bilingual math unit of study that 
combined literacy, social science, and math. She continues to enjoy sharing the beauty of math 
with her preschool students through gardening, science, cooking, and art.


Haley Gordon 
Haley Gordon is an Associate Governmental Program Analyst at the California State Board of 
Education and a team member of the Early Math Project. She received her bachelor’s degree 
from San Francisco State University. After college, she spent a year teaching high school 
students overseas in France. Prior to her current role, she worked in the education department 
of the French Embassy in Washington D.C. Haley enjoys creating resources that are fun and 
that encourage family engagement in math.




Desiree Harrison 
Desiree Harrison is an elementary instructional coach for Farmington Public Schools in 
Michigan where she works with individual teachers and teams of teachers on increasing 
student engagement and learning and implementing math routines. Currently, she serves as 
a board member for the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM). Desiree is 
co-author of the book Classroom-Ready Rich Math Tasks: Engaging Students in Doing 
Math, Grades 2-3 (2021). She is passionate about and involved in the field of elementary 
mathematics education and hosts The Kids Math Talk podcast which is for educators and 
parents of elementary students and is devoted to keeping the conversation about 
mathematics active and positive.


Monica Hernandez 
Monica Hernandez is an experienced trainer, coach, and instructor. She holds over 15 years 
of experience teaching adults in training series for WestEd PITC RSN Program. She 
facilitates several workshops at- The Family Child Care at Its the Best (FCCB) WestEd. She 
has taught adults from various cultural and socio-economic backgrounds in bilingual 
settings. Her professional knowledge also includes conducting presentations at the 
CAAEYC Conference 2015, and the 2022 PACE 46th Annual Education Conference 2016, at 
Ontario Convention Center. Additionally, she facilitated an Infant/Toddler Social Emotional 
Seminar at the Long Beach Unified School District-Head Start Program. In recent years, 
she has taught the PITC Infant Toddler Development Courses targeting Family Child Care 
Providers with EHS FCC Partners. Recently, Monica participated in the PITC Curriculum 
Pilot. A year later, she attended the trainers of trainers in the PITC Curriculum self-study, 
successfully gaining her authorization process. In her vast experience, Monica has worked 
directly with young children from birth to five years old supporting their developmental 
needs.


Makenna Huey 
Makenna Huey is currently a manager in the Charter Schools Division at the California 
Department of Education. Prior to moving to the Charter Schools Division, Makenna served 
as an Associate Governmental Program Analyst in the department’s Early Learning and 
Care Division where she collected and maintained data of the state's child care agencies. 
Her work experience prior to joining the state includes serving as a preschool teacher in 
Davis as well as serving as a child care provider in after school recreation programs in both 
Davis and Sacramento. Makenna has a Bachelor’s degree in Human Development from the 
University of California, Davis, and a Master’s degree in Family and Human Development 
from Arizona State University.


Mary Hynes-Berry 
For more than a decade, Mary Hynes-Berry has been actively engaged in working with 
early childhood caregivers and teachers of 0 to 5 year olds in extended series of sessions 
that deepen participants’ own conceptual understanding of mathematics and that provide 
highly effective strategies for them to tailor to the capacities, interests, and needs of the 
specific children they work with. Mary is co-author of Precursor Math Concepts: The 
Wonder Mathematical Worlds with Infants and Toddlers; Teacher's College Press, 2021.




Rebeca Itzkowich 
Rebeca Itzkowich, MS, was a preschool, kindergarten, and primary grade teacher in 
Spain, Mexico, and New York city for 10 years. For the past 24 years, she has worked 
with both pre-service and in-service teachers to help them rediscover themselves as 
learners, understand the unique needs of culturally and linguistically diverse learners, 
deepen their mathematics content and pedagogical knowledge, and learn to become 
reflective practitioners so they can bring the joy and rigor of genuine learning into their 
classrooms.


Donna Johnson 
Donna Johnson, MS, is the Assistant Director of School Support Services of the Early 
Math Collaborative at Erikson Institute.  She is also a key member of the Center for Family 
Math. Much of her work with the Early Math Collaborative is focused on providing math-
focused professional development and coaching for caregivers of children 0-3 yrs old and 
PreK-5th grade teachers, and providing instructional support to administrators, site 
directors, and educational coordinators around math instruction. Donna holds bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in mechanical engineering from the Illinois Institute of Technology.  
Her passion for teaching and learning led her from engineering into education, where she 
was involved in teaching children of all ages in nontraditional settings for over 15 years. 
Donna is also one of the authors of Big Ideas of Early Mathematics, What Teachers of 
Young Children Need to Know, and Growing Mathematical Minds.  An avid reader, quilter, 
and puzzler, Donna is the mother of 5 adult daughters and has 6 grandchildren.  She lives 
in Chicago, IL with her husband Doug.


Jill Johnson 
Jill Johnson has worked in the field of education and early education for 30 years. She 
earned a Bachelor's degree in Child Development and Master's Degree in Education, with 
an emphasis in Educational Technology. Jill began her career at the Child Development 
Center at Cal State Fullerton where her love for early care and education began. Post-
college, Jill landed her dream job and worked as a Child Life Therapist at Children's 
Hospital Orange County (CHOC), and her life was forever changed. At CHOC she 
developed a deeper meaning for what is required to serve others, especially those in their 
darkest hour. Jill started her career at the Riverside County Office of Education in 1995 
working with after-school programs and supervising college staff to run the programs, and 
then into the field of school and community safety. She longed for something more and 
moved into higher-level management by becoming a grant manager for a $19,000,000 
federal grant working with 19 area school districts. The challenge of overseeing multiple 
programs across multiple systems fostered her love of leadership and systems 
development. For the past 15 years, she has worked as a Coordinator with the Early Care 
and Education (ECE) programs and Resource and Referral - bringing professional 
development opportunities to early learning educators, support to children, families, and 
providers, and engaging the community with ECE programs.




Steven Kellner 
Steve serves as the Director of Program Sustainability and Growth for California Education 
Partners where he develops and delivers a clear external communications strategy that 
supports the recruitment of districts and funders while informing other external 
stakeholders about the organization’s work.  Additionally, he works directly with 
superintendents to provide coaching, support, and coherence. Over his 25 years in public 
education, Steve has served as a classroom teacher, site and district administrator, and 
superintendent. Under Steve’s leadership, the West Sonoma Union High School District 
was recognized as one of the top 100 districts in California. Throughout his career, Steve 
has seen the transformative power of public education. He has worked to close 
achievement gaps and open doors for students who have had too many barriers on their 
way from preschool to first-generation college students. Steve earned a Doctorate in 
Educational Administration and Supervision from Loyola University Chicago where he 
researched the impact of superintendent leadership on student achievement.


Marlene Kliman 
In over 25 years at TERC, Marlene Kliman has led national-scale research and development 
projects involving mathematics learning in public libraries, after-school programs, 
community-based child care settings, family homes, and other informal learning 
environments. She has directed the development of and served as the lead writer for 
mathematics resources recommended and/or adopted by National Science Digital Library, 
the US Department of Education, the YMCA, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and 
many others.


Ryan Kurada 
Ryan Kurada is the Curriculum Coordinator for Transitional Kindergarten (TK) at the Sonoma 
County Office of Education. He is passionate about making learning relevant, meaningful, 
and interesting for all students. Prior to his current role, Ryan taught TK, Kindergarten, and 
1st grade at University Elementary School in Northern California, where he also developed 
their school-wide project-based learning program. He spent time in Reggio Emilia, Italy 
studying their world-renowned educational approach to early childhood education. He is 
currently collaborating with the Exploratorium Tinkering Studio in developing STEAM-
focused professional development opportunities for educators. Ryan has an M.A. in 
Education with an emphasis in Early Childhood Education and a B.F.A. in Art Education 
from the Academy of Art University in San Francisco. He has been a guest speaker at 
numerous conferences including the U.S. Department of Education Teach to Lead Summit, 
National Science Teaching Association Conference, and the California STEAM Symposium.


Jenny Lacika 
Jenny Lacika grew up in Santa Fe, New Mexico, where she learned to work together with 
an older brother and a younger brother. She graduated from MIT after she discovered how 
math could break down walls and open doors, and she never stopped loving books. She 
now lives in her hometown with her husband and two kids. Again, Essie is her first book.



Michelle Lau 
As an educator for life, I continue to contribute to my community through my work, my 
research, my neighborhood, and my family. I have been in education my entire life as a 
secondary Math and Dance teacher for 20 years and now support all the districts in 
Alameda County as a Program Manager of Mathematics.


Janet Margosian 
She was born and raised in Iran and is happily married to Henrik. She is the youngest of 
two and has an older brother. Janet moved to the States in 2009 and shortly after started 
college. She has been at the Glendale Community College for almost 10 years. Jane 
started as a student at the Child Development Center, then moved on as a substitute 
teacher. She worked in all 4 classrooms and later as a full-time teacher. Janet has an AS 
Degree in Child Development and is a certified trainer in PITC (Program for Infant Toddler 
Care) modules I-IV.  She is fully tri-lingual: Armenian, Farsi and English.


Heather Mcclellan-Brandusa 
Heather McClellan-Brandusa, Child Development Consultant, Child Care and Development 
Division (CCDD) of the California Department of Social Services and acts as the Infant and 
Toddler specialist for quality improvement activities involving infant and toddler care and 
working on contracts providing training, resources, and publications regarding infant/
toddler care, family child care, family engagement, inclusion, and early math. McClellan-
Brandusa has been involved in early education for more than 21 years, and prior to entering 
state service, she served as an infant/toddler care provider working in center-based, family 
child care, and home-based programs, as an internal monitor for Head Start/Early Head 
Start, and as an Early Head Start administrator. McClellan-Brandusa holds a BA in child 
development from California State University, Sacramento with an emphasis in Infant and 
Toddler care, and an MS in special education from National University, Sacramento.


Dana McVey 
As a Child Development Consultant with First 5 California, I serve in the Early Learning 
Programs and Partnerships Office. The focus of my duties includes providing training and 
technical assistance to early educators that promote quality environments, and meaningful 
interactions, and build family engagement for the diverse populations of children birth thru 
five across California. Prior to joining First 5 California, I was a Program Officer at SETA 
Head Start in Sacramento, overseeing the staff and educational operations of 13 early 
learning centers. I hold a Masters of Arts in Education degree, with a focus on Human 
Development from CSUS (Go, Hornets!) and have over 30 years of experience as a teacher, 
coach, and trainer in the early childhood education field.




Gigliana Melzi 
Gigliana Melzi is Associate Professor of Applied Psychology, Affiliated Faculty at the Center 
for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, and of the Latinx Project at New York University.  
She is also the Director of the Culture, Families, and Early Development Lab. Dr. Melzi’s 
work focuses on the intersection of cultural and linguistic practices and their relation to 
children’s early development and learning, in particular, that of dual-language learners from 
immigrant Latine/x communities. Using mixed-methodology and emic approaches, Dr. 
Melzi's work investigates how Latine/x immigrant families support their children's learning, 
the role language plays in that process, and how the educational system can leverage these 
practices to support children’s school-based learning. Her work adopts a collaborative 
research stance, working in partnership with Latine/x communities and educational centers 
serving Latine/x families. In her most recent work as part of a cross-university effort to 
enhance the Development and Research in Early Math Education (DREME) network, Dr. 
Melzi is investigating the everyday family math talk in Spanish-speaking and Spanish-
English bilingual immigrant homes of preschool-aged children. 


Daniel Mendoza, M.Ed. 
Daniel Mendoza currently works as an Early Childhood Specialist for the Placer County 
Office of Education (PCOE) as well as an Adjunct Professor in the Human Development/
ECE department at Sierra College in Rocklin CA. Daniel previously worked as a preschool 
teacher and site supervisor for over a decade for PCOE, serving State Preschool and Head 
Start classrooms. Daniel presents various workshops for professional development on a 
variety of early learning domains, primarily Math and Art. He is an advisory board member 
for CA First 5 Literacy (Placer County), Placer Arts League, and Sierra College Early 
Childhood Education Committee. He also serves as a mentor for the Family Friends and 
Neighbor (FFN) program and helps to facilitate the PCOE Father Literacy Group.


Claudia Meza 
Claudia Meza, is the Sr. Program Manager for the Early Intervention Team at EPU. Claudia 
has worked alongside families for 13 years. She has been part of the Early Intervention field 
for 9 years. Claudia  loves being able to support young children and their families through 
this journey. This work has been some of the most impactful work she have been a part of. 
She gets to celebrate with the families they work with, the smallest achievements to some 
pretty big milestones. Outside of work Claudia enjoys expressing herself and expressing 
her creativity. She spends time painting, drawing, making jewelry. Claudia also enjoys the 
outdoors that helps heal her soul.


Brittany Montelongo 
Brittany Montelongo is an Infant/Toddler Master Teacher at the Lighthouse for Children 
Child Development Center Program of the Office of the Fresno County Superintendent of 
Schools, Early Care, and Education (ECE) Department. She's earned a Bachelor's of 
Science Degree in Child Development and has been an ECE teacher for over six years, 
working with infants, toddlers, and preschool children. Brittany believes that every child will 
thrive and succeed with positive influences and support. She actively builds relationships 
with children and families, which are at the heart of her teaching.




Amber Morabito 
Amber Morabito is the WestEd, PITC Regional Support Network Regional Coordinator in 
Northern California and an Adjunct Professor in the Behavioral and Social Sciences 
department at Santa Rosa Junior College. She has worked in Education for over 20 years 
and has held a wide variety of positions in the fields of early childhood education (ECE) and 
higher ed (i.e., ECE Teacher, Supervisor, Consultant, PITC Infant Toddler Specialist, Coach, 
and Trainer). Morabito has her Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology and is a self-professed 
life learner that believes research informs her practice. In her work with others, Morabito 
hopes to be of service to children, parents, students, and her colleagues to inspire, 
empower, and validate their experiences.


Eunice Munro 
Eunice Munro has been working in the field of early learning and care for 30 years. During 
this time, she has held a variety of roles that have provided her with great experiences; she 
has been a Lead Teacher, an Assistant Director, Center Director, Program Director, 
Accreditation Manager, Coach, Trainer, Senior Program Specialist, and currently Director of 
Early Education programs and services with the San Diego County Office of Education. She 
has experience working with a variety of programs such as Head Start, Private and Non-
Profit Centers, Local Education Agencies, College Labs, and Family Child Care Providers. 
In her current role, she oversees the local implementation of QCC quality projects. Eunice 
holds a Bachelor's Degree in Child Development and a Master's Degree in Teaching with a 
specialization in Early Childhood Education.


Krista Murphy 
Krista Murphy is a Senior Research Associate and Project Director for Family Child Care at 
Its Best, at WestEd. Krista has over 25 years of experience in early childhood education, 
including teaching infants through second grade, preschool administration, coaching, 
developing, and administrating a county QRIS system to support family child care and 
center-based programs. Currently, Krista develops and administers online and in-person 
professional development for California's early learning and care system.


Stuart J. Murphy 
Stuart is the author of the award-winning MathStart series, 63 children’s books that present 
mathematical concepts in the context of stories for Pre-K through Grade 4. He is also the 
author of Stuart J. Murphy’s I SEE I LEARN, a 16-book series of storybooks for children in 
Pre-K through Grade 1 that focus on social, emotional, health and safety, and cognitive 
skills. Additionally, Stuart is on the authorship team of enVisionMATH, a comprehensive 
elementary school mathematics program, a frequent presenter at educational conferences, 
and an advocate of helping our children develop their visual learning skills to become more 
successful students.




Scott Nielsen 
Scott has 20 years of teaching experience in upper-elementary and middle school grades. 
He has taught in multiple-subject classrooms as well as single-subject math and 
woodworking courses. He has served as a coach,  presenter, and coordinator at the AIMS 
Center since 2017.  Scott's interests in music, art, engineering, and tinkering help fuel his 
desire for children to learn in playful, experimental, and engaging ways. He enjoys playing 
instruments in local bands, taking care of his yard, and walking his basset hound, Sweet 
Pea.


Sylvia Parker 
Sylvia Parker is an early childhood educator with over two decades of teaching experience 
both at the public and charter school levels. As an advocate for equity, Sylvia creates 
opportunities for her students to engage in rich and authentic learning experiences 
involving collaboration and discourse. In her spare time, she supports other educators as a 
Board member of the California Kindergarten Association where she serves as secretary. 
Learn more about Sylvia’s teaching journey via https://www.instagram.com/
learningwithmrsparker.


Steve Pauls 
Steve has enjoyed working in Higher Education for over 25 years, teaching a wide variety of 
courses in both Science and Mathematics at Fresno Pacific University. He received his 
Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from the University of Kansas where his research in 
spectroscopy involved the integration of physics, chemistry, and biology. Steve is 
passionate about finding the overlap and integration within the different areas of STEAM 
education. He loves finding new and innovative ways of developing creative play, spatial 
learning, embodied cognition, and maker education in both formal and informal educational 
settings. Outside of work, Steve enjoys family, fly fishing, kayaking, art, making, woodwork, 
and spending time in his orchard.


Arlene Paxton 
Arlene Paxton is the Content Area Team Director for Infant and Toddler Care at WestED. In 
addition, she is the Director of two key projects: the Program for Infant/Toddler Care (PITC) 
Regional Support Network and the San Francisco Quality Connections, 
QualityImprovement System. With more than 20 years of experience working to design and 
develop systems that support the professional development of early educators serving 
children from birth to three and their families, Ms. Paxton’s work aims to increase the 
capacity and improve the quality of early care and education services through the delivery 
of training and technical assistance.


https://www.instagram.com/learningwithmrsparker
https://www.instagram.com/learningwithmrsparker


Carolyn Pfister 
Carolyn Pfister is an education administrator for the California State Board of Education 
and coordinator of the Early Math Project. Her interests include family and community 
engagement, advocacy for early math, and developing resources that promote children’s 
mathematical development. Prior to her involvement with the Early Math Project, Carolyn 
taught elementary and middle school math and was the principal of a K-8 Montessori 
School.


Alyssa Mito Pusey 
Alyssa Mito Pusey is an executive editor at Charlesbridge. As a nonfiction specialist, she 
firmly believes there is nothing as astonishing as real life. Almost any topic can hook her 
as long as it’s approached from an unexpected angle. In addition to nonfiction, she edits 
fiction titles with memorable characters and strong school-and-library hooks. In both 
nonfiction and fiction, she looks for diversity, innovation, clarity, and voice. Humor is a 
plus! Alyssa’s titles include Mario and the Hole in the Sky by Elizabeth Rusch, Samurai 
Rising by Pamela S. Turner, A Black Hole is NOT a Hole by Carolyn Cinami DeCristofano, 
the Baby Loves Science series by Ruth Spiro, and the Storytelling Math series with Grace 
Lin and other authors.


Naomi Reeley 
Naomi Reeley has been involved with the Early Math Project since June 2019 when she 
started as an intern. Naomi is now the Program Specialist for the Early Math Initiative. 
Naomi joined the team in hopes of developing and promoting resources for the project 
that would encourage family engagement in mathematics. Naomi is particularly interested 
in promoting ways to include math in daily routines by providing tips and suggestions 
about everyday activities. She finds it very important to create resources that are 
engaging, fun, and informational in order to build a child’s confidence and comfort in 
math.


Paul Reimer 
Paul has spent more than 25 years in public education, focused on the design of creative 
learning technologies and environments. His recent work uses design-based research 
methods to examine play as an embodied approach to learning across ages and contexts. 
Paul holds a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology and Educational Technology from Michigan 
State University and currently serves as Co-Organizer of the Mathematical Play working 
group for the North American Chapter of the International Group for the Psychology of 
Mathematics Education (PME-NA). Paul is the Executive Director of the AIMS Center for 
Math and Science Education in Fresno, CA, where he partners in collaborative efforts 
toward interdisciplinary, equity-centered design for STEAM teaching and learning. Paul 
enjoys spending time with family, listening to jazz albums, running, and hiking in the Sierra 
Nevadas.



Aileen Rizo 
Aileen has worked in education for more than 20 years. She has served in state capacities 
with the California Department of Education and various community organizations. She 
has earned two master degrees - one in Educational Technology and another in 
Mathematics Education, and is currently a Ph.D. candidate studying STEM education at 
Texas Tech University. Additionally, she is an adjunct faculty member at Fresno Pacific 
University. Aileen’s interests within the STEM fields focus on ways of designing creative 
learning experiences that integrate culture and art, embrace identity, and promote 
liberation.


Patricia Rucker 
Patricia Rucker is a CTA Legislative Advocate in the areas of professional rights and 
responsibilities; assessment and testing; adult alternative, career and technical education 
and federal issues related to Elementary and Secondary Education. She has also worked 
for CTA as an Instruction and Professional Development Consultant: serving as a resource 
to CTA staff in the development of chapter training programs; providing advice to leaders 
and members on problems involving CTA policy, member rights and organization and 
communications.


Before her work with the California Teachers Association, Patricia taught elementary 
school and high school English in Sacramento, CA


· Teacher, Del Paso Heights School District, Sacramento, California


· Instructor, CSU Sacramento Academic Talent Search, Sacramento, California


· Lecturer, CSU Sacramento School of Education, Sacramento, California


· Instructor, UC Davis School of Medicine SASP Project, Davis California


· Research Consultant, Far West Labs, San Francisco, CA


Cori Schmidt 
Cori Schmidt is an Infant/Toddler Specialist for the Program for Infant Toddler Care, 
Regional Support Network (PITC RSN), and an Instructor for Family Child Care at Its Best 
(FCCB). She provides training and technical assistance to support the quality 
improvement of care provided to infants and toddlers in centers, family childcare homes, 
and family, friend, and neighbor contexts throughout Fresno County. Schmidt has a varied 
background in the field of education, including teaching in a multiple-subject 8th-grade 
public school classroom, administering a mini-grant program for providers of early 
childhood education, directing an infant/toddler early education center, and mentoring 
program directors through the process to become accredited with the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children. Schmidt’s education includes a Bachelor 
of Science in Child Development, Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education, Multiple 
Subject Teaching Credential, and certification as a PITC Trainer.




Blanca Silva 
Blanca Silva has been working in early education since 2008. Her roles include those of 
Lead teacher, Site Supervisor, education coordinator, coach, trainer and currently a senior 
program manager at SDCOE. She has experience with Head Start, Early Head Start, 
CSPP, implementation of QCC, QRIS and local coaching affiliate seal program. Blanca 
has a Master’s degree in Early Childhood Education.


Dr. Matilda T. Soria 
Dr. Matilda Soria was born and raised in Fresno, CA. Matilda has earned a Bachelor’s of 
Arts degree in Psychology and a Minor degree in Ethnic Studies from California State 
University, Fresno; a Master’s degree in Human Development and Psychology, with a 
specialization in Risk and Prevention from Harvard University; and a Doctorate in 
Educational Leadership from California State University, Fresno. Matilda serves as the 
Senior Director of the Early Care and Education Department of the Office of the Fresno 
County Superintendent of Schools.  Matilda has extensive experience conducting 
scientific and behavioral research among ethnic and at-risk populations, as well as in the 
development, management, and evaluation of educational and social service programs 
for children and families. She serves on the California Child Care Coordinators 
Association (CCCCA) as Co-Chair; on the Fresno City College Child Development 
Department Advisory Committee; on the California State University-Fresno Institutional 
Research Review Board; and on the Policy Committee of Every Child California. She also 
serves as a Board Member for community-benefit organizations, Fresno Metro Ministries, 
and Storyland. In her spare time, Matilda enjoys mentoring young people and traveling. 


Janette Trejo, MA 
Janette Trejo is an Infant/Toddler Master Teacher at the Lighthouse for Children Child 
Development Center Program of the Office of the Fresno County Superintendent of 
Schools, Early Care, and Education Department. She earned a Bachelor's and Master's 
Degree in Early Childhood Education (ECE) and has been an ECE teacher for over 13 
years. In addition to supporting her children in the classroom, Janette has a passion for 
mentoring future early educators as a volunteer Mentor for Child Development students of 
Fresno City College. As an ECE professional, Janette strives to create a secure learning 
environment, promotes exploration, and builds trusting relationships with children and 
their families.



Brook Williams 
Brook has spent 13 years in public education as a high school mathematics teacher, 
mathematics coach, and early math research associate. In her current role as PK-12 
Coordinator at the AIMS Center, Brook’s work engages early STEAM educators in 
professional learning aimed at creating rich and playful educational experiences for 
students. Brook completed her B.S. in Mathematics and M.A. in Education at Fresno 
State. Brook is passionate about ensuring all students have early opportunities to 
engage in meaningful STEAM learning to spark curiosities that will last a lifetime. 
Brook enjoys traveling with her family, Crossfit, and studying random interests.


Dr. Osnat Zur 
Osnat Zur is the director of the Early Childhood Learning and Development area at 
WestEd. Dr. Zur co-directs the evaluation of the California Statewide Early Math 
Initiative and leads WestEd’s collaboration with the Exploratorium on the STEAM 
Starters project. Previously at WestEd, Dr. Zur served as the Project Director of 
WestEd's partnership at the National Center for Early Childhood Development, 
Teaching and Learning. She also served as a lead researcher and author for the 
California preschool foundations in the domain of science, and for the state's 
preschool curriculum framework in mathematics and in science. Dr. Zur is a 
developmental psychologist, with expertise in children's cognitive development, 
focusing primarily on the development of mathematical and scientific reasoning. She 
received a BA in psychology and a doctorate degree in developmental psychology, 
both from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).




Lunchtime Conversation Spaces 

Early Math Project Conversation Space

Come chat with Early Math Project Team Members Dana McVey and 
Carolyn Pfister if you:

• Have ideas for upcoming symposium speakers or topics
• Want to become involved with the Early Math Project
• Have suggestions for new or existing resources
• Want to learn more about Early Math Project Resources
• Have something you'd like to share with the Early Math 

Project 
  

Loving Math Through Literature

Come browse the Mathical Book Prize collection of fun & inspiring 
fiction and literary nonfiction for children (focus on ages 2-8). Find 
reading guides, book lists, and more. Enjoy Math Heroines & Heroes, 
Own Voices titles, & submit your favorite read-aloud titles for 
consideration! Make friends with fellow readers & chat live at 
lunchtime (2-3 pm PT) with each other, hosted by Mathical Book Prize 
Coordinator Kirsten Bohl.

A Visit with MathStart Author and Symposium 
Presenter Stuart J. Murphy

This space will provide an opportunity to chat with 
Stuart about his work and his life as a children's book 
author, and to ask him any questions you may have. 
He is also looking forward to talking with you about 
your work in these challenging times. Please stop by! 



 

AIMS Center 
AIMS is a non-profit organization that supports playful, imaginative, 
creative, human-centered, and socially-informed approaches to 
teaching and learning mathematics and science, and policies and 
practices that are culturally-relevant and transformative for our Central 
Valley.


Visit aimscenter.org to download free resources, view our events 
calendar, and explore other opportunities for hands-on STEAM 
learning!


Books by the Bushel  
Books By The Bushel is a Certified Women-Owned children’s book 
company located in Versailles, Ohio. We specialize in distributing 
children's books and sole source collections to literacy programs 
across the country. As experts in children’s books — with 
backgrounds in children’s literacy, education, publishing and customer 
service — our team is here to assist with your book selections, both 
large and small! We are a trusted partner to PAT (Parents As Teachers), 
Head Start Programs, Reach Out And Read Programs, United Way, 
school districts, libraries and early education programs, grants, and 
teachers across the country.


California Mathematics Council 
The California Mathematics Council (CMC) believes that all students 
have the capacity to become mathematically competent and confident 
when provided a rigorous and challenging mathematical program 
supported by high expectations.


The California Mathematics Council is committed to:


• promoting professional activities that will ensure continual 
improvement towards excellence in the teaching of 
mathematics;


• communicating with educators, parents, the public, and 
legislative bodies concerning issues related to teaching 
rigorous, challenging mathematics; and


• increasing the diversity of membership of the California 
Mathematics Council and the diversity of leadership in 
mathematics education at the local, state, and national levels.

Virtual Vendor Fair 

https://aimscenter.org/
https://www.booksbythebushel.com/pages.php?pageid=86


Count Play Explore 
The Count Play Explore Application is a free resource for all. Explore 
book guides, activities, and videos with the whole family! Interact with the 
math found in children's literature with over 100 Discovering the Math: 
Book Guides. Each Book Guide explores the mathematical concepts 
found in the book, provides corresponding activities to go along with 
while reading and after reading, and includes discussion questions and 
math connections that can be used in the learning setting and at home. 

Early Math Project  
The Early Math Project team is a multi-agency group with members from 
First 5 California, the California State Board of Education, the California 
Department of Education, the California Department of Social Services, 
and the office of the Fresno County Superintendent of Schools. The 
Early Math Project promotes awareness of the importance of math in 
early education (birth to age eight), provides tools to parents and 
educators, and collaborates with agencies, organizations, and teachers 
working to advance mathematical learning. The Early Math Project 
organizes a free, annual early math symposium which has taken place 
since 2017. To find out more about the Early Math Project or to access 
the free resources developed by the Early Math Project Team, the 
California Statewide Early Math Initiative, and other educational partners, 
visit www.earlymathca.org.

Hand2Mind 
At hand2mind, we know that children learn best by doing. That's why we 
create hands-on materials that empower teachers to engage students in 
mathematics.

Lakeshore 
When you’re looking for approachable but in-depth math resources for 
your K-6 classrooms, Lakeshore is the trusted source for materials to 
support any curriculum. From exclusive learning games to hands-on 
intervention materials and one-of-a-kind manipulatives, we’re ready to 
show students that math isn’t just important—it can be fun, too! 
Strengthen math fundamentals across the board with a hand from 
Lakeshore.

Math Shelf 
Math Shelf is an individualized, supplemental, tablet math program 
designed based on developmental theory, evidenced-based early 
number interventions, and Maria Montessori’s early mathematics 
approach.

http://www.earlymathca.org/


 

MathXplorers 
MathXplorers engages children as active creators of their math 
knowledge. Our stories connect math learning to children’s diverse 
backgrounds and build upon their intrinsic mathematical abilities. 
When children interact creatively to make meaning with math, it 
builds excitement for mathematical thinking and doing. Our math 
storybooks inspire children to construct their understanding of 
mathematical concepts. The learning design builds upon every 
child’s prior knowledge and unique abilities. Every math story 
comes bundled with a hands-on kit we call MathPack! Inside are 
activity items we call MathPops! Math concepts become tangible in 
every story as children engage in creative math activities and 
participate in the characters’ adventures.

Star Bright Books 
For more than 25 years, Star Bright Books has produced books that 
are entertaining, meaningful, and sensitive to the needs of all 
children. Deborah Shine established the press in 1994 with the goal 
of making “Great Books for Great Kids.” (They are great for parents 
and other care givers too!)

We recognize that to inspire a lifelong love of books, it is important 
for children to begin building that relationship at the earliest possible 
age. We believe that all children should see themselves in print and 
we make a concerted effort to include children of all colors, 
ethnicities, identities, and abilities in our books. In addition to seeing 
themselves, children should also hear familiar language in the 
books they choose. In pursuit of this goal, Star Bright Books 
publishes engaging books for babies and young children in 33 
languages.

The Discovery Source 
The Discovery Source creates innovative, effective, and affordable 
solutions to meet the unique opportunities and challenges that come 
with nurturing the social emotional and cognitive development of 
young learners. We created The Discovery Source to help support 
those teachers and the children they serve. Our researched-based 
materials are designed to target specific goals or problems and can 
be used easily every day in order to achieve those goals.

Our purpose and commitment to our customers remains the same 
over decades – to listen, learn and research the opportunities, 
challenges, and goals that programs, teachers, and families are 
facing; and then work with experts to create solutions that are 
accessible, equitable, easy to implement, and most importantly – 
effective! Many of our own solutions – such as The Calming Kit and 
Frame Their Learning, were developed by listening to educators 
and building a solution to solve a problem or meet a need. 

https://starbrightbooks.com/
https://www.fiftyplusadvocate.com/2021/09/24/258180-cambridge-publisher-brings-the-joys-of-books-to-kids/
https://starbrightbooks.com/30-languages
https://starbrightbooks.com/30-languages


Enter the event at: https://www.accelevents.com/e/2022-early-
math-symposium. Login by using the email and password you 

created during registration.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.accelevents.com%2Fe%2F2022-early-math-symposium&data=05%7C01%7Cnreeley%40fcoe.org%7C7eaebe7ffd7f429058bb08da52fb8363%7Cf4d8e37830d54123aae919642347607a%7C0%7C0%7C637913537446871851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rntxT59HPY%2F4aRYrEDxvw4AKnRczHb%2FF74XHImUPdJY%3D&reserved=0
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